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From the Principal's Desk
Hello FDES Families,
 
It has been an amazing week at The Fort! There have been many exciting activities to help remind us
all what a special school we have! Our students and families are the absolute BEST! As the Holiday
Break approaches, we want everyone to have a fun and safe week next week. We look forward to
seeing everyone on Monday, December 2nd.
 
As always in closing, I am continually reminded that our greatest resource in our schools and
communities is each other. Together we create a school we all love. Please feel free to reach out to us!
We look forward to continued feedback and collaboration. Help to create a school you LOVE!
 
Proud to Be Your Principal,
 
Barbara
 
Administrative Team:
Barbara Tucker, Ed.D., Principal
Jennifer Hicks, Assistant Principal (Pre-K/Kinder, 2nd and 4th Grades)
Candace Williams, Assistant Principal (1st, 3rd, and 5th Grades)



On Thursday, November 21st our Lego Lions presented a proposal to the Board of Education. The
proposal asked the board to consider the installation of water bottle re�lling stations to our water
fountains. These students were poised, professional and articulate. We are thankful for Mrs. Kathy
Williams and Mrs. Beth Martinez for the work they do with this amazing group of students. Also we
thank the parents for bringing students out for this awesome opportunity! #createourstory



This week GCPS joined in celebrating American Education Week. During the week of Nov. 18-22 all
Americans had a wonderful opportunity to celebrate public education and honor individuals who are



making a difference in ensuring that every child receives a quality education. In honor of this
celebration Mrs. Rantamaki shadowed Dr. Tucker as Principal for the Day!



 
 
Please remember to put your child's name in their jacket. We have
jackets, hats, etc. that are not claimed. These items are donated once a
month as there is a large amount of them.

 
 
 
 
Good News Club had their last meeting on November 19 for this
semester. They will start meeting again on January 21, 2020! 
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Sun Run participants were treated to a limo ride to Menchies, where they created delicious yogurt
treats!

Georgia PTA hosted an awards ceremony Tuesday night at Discovery High School for all participating
Re�ections entries that have moved on to council judging and beyond; 9 of our FDES students were
recognized and 2 of them will move to the County Level.



The Holiday Shop is Coming Soon!! Beginning on December 9th- 14th all students will have a chance to
visit our Holiday Gift Shop. The shop allows students to experience the “Joy of Giving"! There will be
special gifts for mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, even the family dog!
Gifts are priced $0.25- $12.00 and volunteers will be on hand to help your student shop and stay on
budget. Student will be given the chance to visit the previous week to “preview” the shop and make a
wish list. Teachers will inform you of your students o�cial shopping day.
 
Volunteers are needed to help run the shop! Please sign up through the link below. Thank You!
Holiday Shop Helpers

Join us on Saturday, December 14th, from 9:00-11:30 for freshly �ipped pancakes by Dr. Tucker and
special guests! Enjoy a delicious hot cocoa as you write a letter to Santa, and don't forget to bring your
cameras for that special picture with the big man himself!
*Tickets are $6 per child (under 3 and parents are free) *Don’t forget to shop at Rudolphs Silent
Auction!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094DAFAE2EA1FA7-holiday1


Click the following link to view the calendar:
 

2020-21 GCPS Calendar 

Kindergarten:
ELA: I can identify text features of non-�ction books.
Math: I can compose and decompose teen numbers into tens and ones. 
1st Grade:
ELA: I can identify the points the author makes within a text.
Math: I can explain how properties of addition and subtraction work. 
2nd Grade: 
ELA: I can explain how speci�c images such as photos, illustrations and diagrams contribute to and
clarify a text.
Math: I can identify the time to 5 minutes on a digital or analog clock. 
3rd Grade: 
ELA: I can compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on
the same topic.
Math: I can draw a scaled picture graph and a scaled bar graph to represent a data set and solve one-
and two-step problems using information presented in scaled bar graphs.
4th Grade: 
ELA: I can explain signi�cant differences between poems, dramas, and prose, referring to speci�c
structural elements.
Math: I can compare and order fractions.  
5th Grade: 
ELA: I can quote accurately from texts when drawing elaborate inferences from texts.
Math: I can solve real world problems involving multiplication of mixed numbers. 

Community Events
Native American Festival
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16H1T5sGRBlnjzUnPtgiC0wy3VoZGxTH5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lYW_H-FRbhR7nCsVT7HTlY3UlBFtG6qr/view?usp=sharing


Holiday Arts & Crafts Show 
 
Gwinnett County Public Library Winter Reading Challenge

Jones Middle Holiday Bazaar
2019 Jones Middle Holiday Bazaar
Monday, December 9th 4:15 - 7:30
Unique handcrafted gifts by local artisans:
Hand knitted scarves, jewelry, homemade jams, holiday decorations, personalized items, school
spiritwear, etc.
All proceeds bene�t the American Cancer Society / Jones Relay for Life Team.
 
Shop and enjoy the sounds of the holidays with the Jones Holiday Choral Concerts:
6:00 (6th Grade) and 7:30 (7th & 8th Grades)
Students, family, and community members are all welcome!
Students may stay after school to shop or come back any time before 7:30 to shop.
 
Interested in becoming a vendor?
Click below to access the Online Registration form.
Vendor Registration
Be sure to register early! Registration will remain open until Friday, November 29th OR until all 40
vendor spaces are �lled. You will receive an email veri�cation within 3 business days of registering.
Vendors are asked to make a donation to Relay for Life in exchange for their table space.
$20 for one 6 foot table, $30 for a 12 foot table
The Bazaar will take place in the hallways near the cafeteria. Tables are cafeteria style and are 6 feet
long.
Vendors are responsible for setting up their own table. You can come as early as 3:00 that day to set
up.
Registered vendors should send payment by Monday, December 2nd to Jones Middle 3575 Ridge
Road, Buford, GA 30519 / Attn: Maile Steimer.
Checks should be made out to Jones Middle Relay for Life.

Parent Portal
Gwinnett County Public Schools provides parents with a wealth of resources through the Parent
Portal. If you have not yet registered, please click the below for more information.
 

Parent Portal 

My Payments Plus is a multipurpose website we use here at Gwinnett County Public Schools. Once
you create an account, you can use the site to pay for school lunches and �eld trips or to review and
sign important documents. For help registering for an account, you can watch this quick video. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ezPtszvg9Vg-_Mllal_S6005GPHfRIB3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZQy4SyWEHTjYGM_CmfyUdKpW1vgzklRG/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAS29L42onWXwviKSrkfkoDadQupyQiyQ0-RrpUX5kyEPRsQ/viewform
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/parents/content/parent-info-resources/parent-portal
https://vimeo.com/345028817


Facebook @FortDanielES1

Fort Daniel Elementary

1725 Auburn Road Dacula, GA 3… 770-932-7400

gcpsk12.org/FortDanielES
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